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Studying the word of God by the 
fire, surrounded by nature - that’s 
how a group of young adults 
decided to spend their weekend on 
November 15 to 17. The Western 
Youth Camp, held at Split Rock 
Dam was an initiative from the 
Young Adults department of the 
North New South Wales (NNSW) 
Conference to bring young people 
together after a long season of 
isolation. 

The camp is a yearly event on the 
Young Adults calendar that usually 
gathers between 5 to 8 people. 
However, this year’s attendance 
was impressive, with more than 
25 young adults coming from 
10 different churches around 
NNSW. “I anticipate that might 
have something to do with the 
fact that COVID has kept everyone 
locked up in their homes for a 
long time, and here we can get 
out in the sun and enjoy ourselves 
during this weekend”,                 

says Blair Lemke, NNSW Young 
Adults Director.

James Pontil, a Bible worker from 
the Newcastle area, drove almost 
5 hours to attend. “It feels like 
it’s been so long since we had 
one of these camps, and it was so 
inspiring to have a group of young 
people to worship with surrounded 
by nature. I think this is one of the 
best things I’ve done in the last six 
months”, he says. 

The camp was also an excellent 
opportunity to bring activities 
for young adults that live 
in the western parts of the 
Conference. “There’s not a lot of 
opportunity out west for our young 
people to get together, to form 
friendships, to get together with 
other young people who share 
their faith, so we run these events 
to network young people together 
and to provide them a spiritually 
uplifting environment”, explains 
Blair Lemke.

One of these young people is Jo. 
She lives in Narrabri and has 
been attending the Western Youth 
Camp for years. She says that 
she always enjoyed the camps, 
but this year was amazed by the 
number of people who decided to 
come. The spiritual part was also a 
highlight for her. “I enjoyed one of 
the sermons on what to do when 
facing doubt on our Christian 
journey”, she says.

“The Young Adults department 
also provided fun activities for 
the weekend with water sports 
and a vegetarian barbecue. It 
was an unforgettable weekend 
of fellowship, friendships being 
formed, water sports. They had a 
lot of fun and most importantly, 
have grown in their relationship 
with Jesus and themselves,” 
concludes Blair Lemke. 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Juliana Muniz



Pr Adrian Raethel
Conference President 

What will you remember most about 
2020? What will stick in your mind about 
this year? The vast majority of us have 
not lived through a worldwide pandemic 
before and a range of adjectives spring 
to mind such as strange and weird to 
say the least. What is clear is that we 
have all been impacted. Churches have 
been closed, services disrupted including 
weddings and funerals. Students have 
been sent home from school. Aged 
Care facilities placed in lock down.  
Unprecedented is a word that has been 
used repeatedly and appropriately.  
But it hasn’t been all negative. New 
opportunities have surfaced, new ways of 
communicating have emerged and new 
methods and modes of evangelism have 
been initiated.  

Firstly, thank you. Thank you to you as 
members, ministry leaders and pastors 
who have adapted to a new reality and 
quickly. Zoom and live streaming have 
become part of our vocabulary, our 
lives and our worship. Thank you to our 
teachers, staff and leaders who have 
had new and additional responsibilities 
thrust on them by COVID. Thank you 
to our students and their families for 
your loyalty, patience and persistence, 
particularly those in Year 12. Thank you 
to our staff and leadership at Adventist 
Senior Living whose workload has 
dramatically increased because of the 
virus and whose care for our residents 
has been exemplary. Thank you to our 
campground and bookstore staff who 
have faced a range of difficulties and 
challenges. And thank you to our God for 
His abundant blessing and protection.

During these unparalleled times, it is 
vital that we remember our Biblical 
mandate and mission. Revelation 14.6-12, 
the passage particularly significant to 
Adventist Christians describes an “angel, 
flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to those who 
dwell on the earth”. A message for every 
nation, tribe, tongue and people.  And 
what is that message? Fear God, give glory 
to Him, worship Him as the Creator God 
because judgement has come.  

The 4 key strategic focus areas of the 
Conference as voted at the Constituency 
meeting in September last year are:
1. Growing spiritually
2. Serving humanity
3. Making disciples
4. Proclaiming the gospel.

It’s been a tough and demanding year for 
all of us. Thank you for your dedication, 

faithfulness, persistence and courage.  
Despite the challenging circumstances, 
our focus must continue to be on mission, 
on sharing the love of God in the context 
of Rev 14, and of being the hands and feet 
of Jesus.

May God continue to richly bless you and 
those closest to you as we head into the 
festive season.

DECISIONS
Pr Abel Iorgulescu
General Secretary
 
Life is made up of decisions. Some 
research suggests that an average person 
makes around 35,000 choices per day. 
Assuming that most people sleep around 7 
hours per day, and thus blissfully choice-
free that leaves us with roughly 2000 
decisions per hour, or 1 decision every 
two seconds.

Some of the choices we make are very 
simple - like choosing our clothes; others 
are more complex like choosing a career 
or a life partner. However, other choices 
have eternal consequences - choosing 
to worship God or the idols of this self-
centred society.

In light of prophetic events happening 
around the world, it is our prayer and 
appeal to you that you’ll choose to 
worship and serve God daily.

On behalf of our Conference Executive 
Committee, we are pleased to report 
that despite all the COVID-19 challenges 
facing our church this year, many exciting 
initiatives and projects are underway 
across our conference:

- New facilities for the hub centre of 
influence sponsored by Wyee Church 
targeting vulnerable and disadvantaged 
groups in the community.
- New hall facilities at Narrabri church to 
provide for the needs of the church and 
new community service initiatives.
- Confirm North NSW Conference 
participation in the National Redress 
Scheme to underpin our commitment to 
the safety and protection of vulnerable 
children under our care.
- Launch of the Food Farmacy centre of 
influence (health evangelism project in 
Cardiff) which will include a health food 
café and health seminar facilities.
- All Conference employees are 
working towards the implementation 
of the Strategic Goals voted at the 2019 
Constituency Meeting.
 
Please continue to pray for us as we are 
seeking wisdom from God to make the 
right decisions in advancing His kingdom 
in this Conference and beyond.

Russell Halliday
Chief Financial Officer

We would like to thank God for His many 
blessings in our conference this year 
and express our appreciation for the 
faithfulness of our members in difficult 
circumstances.

January – September 2020 Summary
The September 2020 financial statements 
disclose a surplus of $2.8m. This is a $3.7m 
improvement on the same period in 2019.  
 
Tithe
Our January to September tithe is tracking 
8% above the corresponding period in 
2019. Lump sum tithe donations have 
contributed a 31% increase in June and a 
17% increase in July over the same period 
last year.

Fifteen of our top twenty tithe paying 
churches in North NSW have recorded an 
increase in year to date tithe on the same 
period last year. 

Tithe Related Expenditure
Tithe related expenditure is tracking 
$501k lower than the same period last 
year. Savings are flowing from cost 
reduction strategies and local church 
evangelism programs being placed on 
hold due to Covid. 

Working Capital & Liquidity
North NSW Conference capacity to meet 
ongoing financial commitments, as 
measured by the working capital and 
liquidity ratios, have improved this year. 
The key drivers of the improvement are 
stronger tithe, ongoing restructuring 
of our spending, $665k income from 
deceased estates for evangelism compared 
with zero for the same period last year 
and $2.3m from the government’s covid 
stimulus Cash Boost and Jobkeeper grant 
schemes. 
 
More Information
For more information on church finances 
in 2020 refer to the following series of 
reports.
April 2020
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/financial-
report-april-2020/

June 2020
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/financial-
report-june-2020/

July 2020
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/financial-
report-july-2020/ 

August 2020
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/financial-
report-august-2020/ 

November 2020
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/financial-
report-november-2020/november-2020/
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AMERICA AND THE 
END REPORT
Charissa Torossian
Conference Evangelist

Our most recent online evangelistic series, 
America and The End, wrapped up on 
Thursday, November 12! This nine-part 
series exploring what the Bible says about 
the United States in prophecy was well 
received by viewers who joined us on 
Facebook and YouTube. With the drama 
of the recent US election helping to stir 
people’s interest, God tremendously 
blessed with over 60 requests for either 
The Great Controversy or Bible Study 
guides from viewers and listeners 
across Australia were received! This 

excludes the responses we received from 
viewers overseas who also requested the 
materials! We praise God for all He has 
done! 

Beginning October 27, America and the 
End was held each Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evening at 7:30pm for 3 
weeks, with each feature presentation 
being followed by a live question and 
answer session with the series speakers; 
Lyle Southwell, Justin and Charissa 
Torossian, moderated by the series 
producer, Matt Parra. Already these 
presentations have received thousands of 
views on social media.  

One of our viewers has been a bus driver 
in Queensland, who saw the series 
advertised on Facebook. He contacted us 

to let us know he is loving this series, and 
requested a copy of the Great Controversy 
to read also! Another testimony received 
by email said: “Just want to testify I 
invited my brother to watch the series, 
I am the only Adventist in my family, he 
has been diligently watching and really 
enjoying it. It looks like he may start 
some Bible studies as a result, his name is 
Darren please keep him in your prayers.” 
We praise God for the way the Holy 
Spirit has been moving in people’s hearts 
through this series.

While the series has ended, the good 
news is that it is still fresh, relevant and 
readily available for sharing. To view past 
episodes and to share them with your 
friends, please find all the videos on our 
website: www.theend.digital. In light of 
the soon return of Jesus, the preaching 
of the everlasting gospel has never been 
more relevant than right now. In a COVID 
context, online evangelism has opened 
doors of opportunity that have enabled 
us to have a broader reach than we could 
have imagined. Please continue to pray 
for the viewers who responded to the  
invitations given.

Total episode views: 35,917

Promotional video views: 104,600

TESTIMONY
Albert Solomon 
Bible Worker, Bourke

We have been praying since the beginning 
of this year that God will give us success 
in our ministry here in Bourke. We ask 
God to fill up the Church with people, 
after 4-5 years since the Bourke Church 
has been shut down with no active 
members. We said to God, we don’t know 
how, but we believe that God will work 
ways out in His own way and His timing. 

It all started with our kids singing 
ministry, when 4 other kids became 
interested in joining their singing 
ministry, and then even more other kids 
wanted to join them in singing. As the 
numbers grew, we then decided to start 
Children’s ministry through singing and 
kids Sabbath School. The numbers of kids 
attending are increasing each Sabbath. 
Yesterday (Sabbath) 31st of October we 
had 18 kids altogether attending our Kids 
club (Sabbath school).

Yesterday (Sabbath) morning at 6:45am 
one 7 year old child, Wylan, came to the 
Church gate and he was calling, uncle 
Albert, uncle Albert is the Church open 
yet? That is so sweet, I went and opened 
the gate for him, took him in, fed him 
breakfast and we went to Church before 
his nan came to Church.

We have 2-8 regular adult of my Bible 
study contacts attending Church each 
Sabbath. Amen!
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Pr Neil Thompson
Maitland/Kurri Kurri Church Pastor 

“It is a wonderful thing to be part of 
something that makes such a profound 
difference in the lives of people who 
attend. It is even more special when 
the impact of this flows out in so many 
directions that it blesses so many other 
people.”  

It is true that the family unit is under 
attack and the marital bond is continually 
threatened. So many families are under 
distress, domestic violence rates are high, 
divorce rates are high, even in the church 
community. Satan takes delight in every 
act of misery he inflicts upon the family 
unit. 

For the last 2 years the NNSW ministerial 
team has run a weekend retreat for 
pastoral couples at Stuart’s Point and for 
the last 2 years it has been rated as being 
the best thing the NNSW Conference has 
ever done for the pastors who attended 
the program. The feedback from the 
participants was so strong that it was 
thought to be essential to run more of 
these workshops for couples in the church 
and for the broader community.  

So recently I (Pr. Neil Thompson) took 
up the challenge to run a workshop at 
Maitland church for couples to benefit. 
The feedback was just as gratifying and 
solid - the program works at helping 
couples draw closer together and 
equips them with essential relationship 
principles that can gradually transform 
relationships. 
The workshops are designed around 
partners coming into a beautiful space 
created for them to connect with their 
partner in an intimate cafe style setting.  
Using Dr. John Gottman’s scientifically 
proven methods that have been shown 
to improve the quality of relationships 

(Seven Principles for Making Marriage 
Work, a New York times best selling 
book), couples were taken on a special 
journey with 5 star treatment to top it 
off delving into topics such as: how to 
reconnect and deepen your friendship 
with your partner; how to develop 
greater connection between you and 
how to nurture your fondness for each 
other; how to manage conflict and how 
to overcome negative elements that all 
relationships have from time to time. In 
all there are 7 main principles discussed 
over the course of a weekend, that give 
participants tools to truly reshape their 
relationships so they get more of what 
they want.

Feedback from the couples was 
testament to how engaging and 
effective the weekend has been.  
Comments included:

- It was fantastic having specific time to 
just talk with my wife. It helped us work 
things out that had been stumping us for a 
while.

- Best conference event we have ever 
attended!

- Unbelievably eye opening and heart 
touching

- Personally – helpful to realise my 
triggers and how they affect my partner. 
As a couple any opportunity to open 
communication up is good and we have 
thought ourselves in a safer zone then we 
are and helps us see what we need to work 
on.

- Highly recommended! Wish we had have 
done it years ago. The program provides 
excellent practical ways to grow your 
relationship, work through issues and 
keep the romance alive. Principles can be 

MARRIAGE RETREAT - “THE BEST THING THIS CONFERENCE HAS 
EVER DONE FOR US”

applied to other relationships too. Very 
well done, excellent program.
 
One of the sad facts is that most couples 
wait on average 6 years after the first sign 
of trouble before reaching out for help 
and by then things can be quite stressed 
and tense.  Imagine how much easier it 
could be to take preventative action, or to 
get help before things deteriorate to the 
point of truly hurting each other.  

If you would like a marriage enrichment 
program like this run in your church 
talk to me Relationship Guy - Pr Neil 
Thompson. I will only be delighted to help 
if I can.  

Hot tip for all couples: 
Try opening every conversation with your 
partner with a soft start up (as opposed 
to harsh start-ups), and see how much 
better your conversations will flow. A 
soft startup is gentle, kind, invites a non-
defensive reply, and is more likely to get 
your partner connecting with you. A soft 
start up comes from a heart at peace. Start 
mastering soft-start ups today next time 
you talk with your partner.



As if it wasn’t enough to have so 
many church activities, Big Camp 
and Grey Nomads cancelled, the 
COVID-19 pandemic also led the 
Executive Committee of the North 
New South Wales Conference 
to cancel its especially planned 
Family Camp where the Centenary 
Celebrations were to take place. 
But with an innovative spirit, this 
conference did what it has been 
doing for the last 100 years - it 
adapted. 

“We weren’t going to allow COVID-19 
to stop us from celebrating what God 
has done, so we moved our program 
online because we wanted to remind 
everyone both young and old about 
the way God has led us in the past,” 
says Abel Iorgulescu, NNSW General 
Secretary. 

The online program ‘Celebrating 
the Centenary’ was live-streamed 
on Facebook and Youtube on Friday 
evening and Saturday morning 
bringing intergenerational worship 
to homes and churches across the 
conference. “The program was 
designed with the idea of ‘From 
Our Home to Yours’ as we couldn’t 
meet together face to face or have 
a celebration together,” explains 
Adrian Raethel, President of the 
NNSW Conference.

NORTH NEW SOUTH WALES CONFERENCE TURNS 100

Marta Rutkowska/Juliana Muniz 
To conclude the centenary 
celebrations, the NNSW 
Communications Department 
premiered a documentary in the 
afternoon. ‘Until He Comes’ is a 
centenary documentary created for 
church members to look back on 
the Adventist Mission in NNSW and 
to see the way people were engaged 
in the mission with the willingness 
to innovate and adapt. It was a 
unique opportunity to document 
and capture peoples memories and 
inspirational stories.

“’Celebrating The Centenary’ and 
‘Until He Comes’ were produced 
for families and individuals to 
be reminded that they are part 
of a bigger family in the NNSW 
Conference and that we all have one 
mission and that is to see the name 
of Jesus uplifted in our Conference,” 
concludes Abel Iorgulescu.

Watch ‘Until He Comes’: 
bit.ly/2J7Sgfv

‘Celebrating The Centenary’ production team: 
Karl Lindsay, Marta Rutkowska, Nick Lindsay, Abel Iorgulescu, 
Laurel Raethel, Adrian Raethel, Daron Pratt, Blair Lemke, Emma 
Lemke, Henrique Felix, Juliana Muniz, Riana Balli and Diana Dias



THANK YOU
Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW President

Margaret Major, working alongside Pr 
Roger Nixon, has for the last 5 years, 
been one of the two volunteer hospital 
chaplains. Pr Nixon and Mrs Major visit 
Adventist patients in 22 public and private 
hospitals from Maitland to the Central 
Coast. Patients can come from many 
parts of NSW for specialist treatment and 
often don’t have any immediate family to 
support them. “This is a vitally important 
ministry in our Conference,” says 
Conference President Pr Raethel, 

PETER’S STORY
Pr Justin Torossian
Hamilton Church Pastor

“Pastor, I know this is bad timing…but 
could you baptise me?” The phone call 
came at the end of March, just after 
COVID lockdown had begun. “Absolutely! 
Why don’t we start studying the Bible 
together,” I responded. “Ok…but I think 
I already know what it means to be an 
Adventist Christian.”

The next day we met, and Peter’s story 
was incredible. Reading electrical 
meters for work 10 years ago, a young 
man in Morisset gave him a Bible and 5 
or 6 books by Ellen White. They all sat 
on his shelf until 4 years ago, when he 
picked them up. As the truths in these 
books began deeply impacting his life, 
he also came across FaithFM. Reading 
and listening daily, Peter’s life began to 
transform. “I’ve battled alcohol for about 
30 years,” he said. “But God broke me free 
6 weeks ago!” As we walked through the 
key teachings of the Bible, he not only 
heartily agreed with each, but also shared 
Bible verses and quotes that supported his 

newfound faith in Christ. 
On October 31, all of Heaven (and 
Hamilton) rejoiced as Peter was baptised! 
And among those who made a decision to 
be baptised was a man who was joining us 
for his second Sabbath, FaithFM being his 
only previous connection to the Adventist 
Church.

In Peter’s reflection, COVID was a catalyst 
for him to join our church family and be 
baptised. Though the devil meant COVID 
for evil, God is turning it around for good. 

And Peter is one of the thousands out 
there!

“All over the world men and women are 
looking wistfully to heaven….Many are on 
the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to 
be gathered in.” AA, 109.

May we ever be ready to connect with 
them for Christ, and welcome them into 
the family of God.

“as a significant portion of the patients 
they visit are not active members. This 
ministry provides an opportunity to 
provide pastoral support and care at 
difficult times in the lives of people and 
an ideal occasion to reconnect them with 
God and the Church.” Mrs Major would 
volunteer 2 days per week, visit around 
40-50 patients each month and be 
available on call for emergencies. We 
thank Mrs Major for her dedicated and 
committed ministry over the last 5 years. 



Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email northpoint@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Listen to the latest NNSW 
Conference Newscast on our 
news and events page.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

The NewsCast

UPCOMING EVENTS:
“He is the One” - Christmas Online 
Evangelistic series
He is the One is a 3-part online series on 
the Messianic prophecies of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. It will be aired 
mid-December on YouTube and Facebook. 
It is a perfect program to invite contacts, 
family and friends to as Christmas draws 
near. Stay tuned for more details.

Prayer Camp in 2021 will be happening 
on the weekend of February 19-21. More 
details coming soon.

Little Big Camp
Stuarts Point, 14-17 April 2021.
Consisting of 3 streams:
- Inter-generational worship
- Youth/young adults
- High School
Further details to follow and numbers will 
be limited.

ARISE 2021
The NNSW Personal Ministries 
Department is planning to go ahead with 
ARISE Australia in 2021.

NOTICES:
Plant-based Chef & Team Needed 
for Food Farmacy

The Food Farmacy will be an 
exciting, plant-based eatery and 
health education hub located inside 
the new Atune Integrated Health 
Centre at Cardiff, NSW. It will bring 
together a team who are passionate 
about providing ‘whole person’ 
foods and services for the physical, 
mental and spiritual health of all 
clients, and is a great opportunity 
to work in a frontline, mission 
environment. The business is 
scheduled to open in early 2021. 
For more information visit

nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/
expressions-of-interest-food-
farmacy/

Jodie Bird
WHS/RTW Coordinator

In 2000 an Australian couple with a wide 
exposure of experience, developed the 
Mental Health First Aid course aimed at 
bringing awareness and skills to assist 
people who are developing a mental 
health problem or experiencing crisis. 
Since then, over a million Australians 
have been trained in this effective life 
skill and other countries around the 
world are adopting their own adaptation 
of the content.

In 2020, North NSW Conference 
Administration approved a proposal to 
facilitate this training to all our front-line 
Pastors, Bible workers and staff. 

Since July, ninety of our team have 
attended the training and achieved 
accreditation with enquiries made as 
to how leadership teams within the 
local church can be trained in this 
important and relevant material.

With the worsening effects of end 
times coming upon us, I look forward 
to keeping this conversation of mental 
health alive in our Conference and 
assisting in the upskilling of those 
that want to help others get the help 
that is needed and get on the road to 
recovery. Learning about the various 
avenues of help and support is a focus 
of the training and working through 
the Mental Health First Aid Action 
Plan. These skills make a difference!

TRAINING OUR CONFERENCE STAFF IN 
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID




